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RVIM students of batch 2022-24 participated in the “EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT 

- YUVA SANGAM Tour “conducted in the month of Feb’23 and May’23. The program was 

hosted by IIM –Guwahati in Feb’23 and NIT Baroda in May’23. Students of RVIM 

participated in the weeklong exchange program included - meeting with the students and staff 

of the college, performing and participating at cultural events, visits to iconic places and 

places of historic relevance. 

Participating Students List ofBatch-2022-24 

Sl No Name of Student 

1 Manoj D 

2 Sahana Patil 

3 Krithikannd 

4 Puspha Hiregoudar 

5 Manoranjan 

 

About the Program- “EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT - YUVA SANGAM”: 

This program promoted by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during the Rashtriya Ekta 

Divas held on 31st October, 2015, to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar 

Vallabhbhai Patel. Proposes to build a sustained and structured cultural connect between 

people of different regions was mooted by propounded that cultural diversity is a joy that 



ought to be celebrated through mutual interaction & reciprocity between people of different 

States and UTs so that a common spirit of understanding resonates throughout the country.  

The programs implemented will aim to pair each state of the country with another State/UT 

for a time period, during which they would carry out a structured engagement with one 

another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, festivals, cultural events, tourism etc. 

This pattern of cultural adoption of the partner State/UT would be followed by all states and 

UTs.  

The Ministry of Education has been designated as the Nodal Ministry for co-ordination of the 

programme. The states and UTs perform activities in cohesion with the spirit of unity in 

diversity and showcase the activities which are reflected on the official website of Ek Bharat 

Shreshtha Bharat. The Ministry is implementing these programs through the university and 

college students exchange programmes.  

 

Detailed report of “EK BHARAT SHRESHTHA BHARAT - YUVA SANGAM Tour” 
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ABSTRACT

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Yuva Sangam (यवुा संगम) will focus on conducting

exposure tours for youth between the 8 North Eastern States and other States. It will

provide an immersive experience of various facets of life, development landmarks,

recent achievements and youth connect in the host state.

During their visits, the youth will have a multi-dimensional exposure under five broad

areas – Paryatan (Tourism), Parampara (Traditions), Pragati (Development),

Prodyogik (Technology) and Paraspar Sampark (People-to-people connect).
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INTRODUCTION

I am Manoj D residing in T.Dasarahalli, Bengaluru, a student from MBA 2022 - 2024

batch of RV Institute of Management. I have completed my graduation in Mechanical

Engineering from BNM Institute of Technology. I am very excited to share my

experiences during the educational tour.

Yuva Sangam Portal is an initiative by the Government of India towards the cultural

exchange and communication of the North-Eastern Region to the rest of India. Yuva

means youth and Sangam means to unite, so the outlet will provide a platform for the

20,000 delegates to travel across the eight North-Eastern States and a few other

states. Out of 1000 students in the Sangam, 300 will be the northeastern youths.

_________________________________________________________________________
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MY EXPERIENCES AND LEARNINGS FROM THE
TOUR

Train Journey - 24 Feb 2023, 25 Feb 2023 & 26 Feb, 2023

It was the day for which I had been eagerly waiting for the entire week to set my

journey ahead with a blank page to paint colourful memories.

A batch of 50 young minds started before sunrise towards IIM Bangalore, from

where they were excited to start their journey to explore the rich culture of North
Eastern India - The land of Blue Hills and Red River.

Figure 1 : Meet Up at IIM Bangalore Campus

We started our journey towards IIT Guwahati, Assam via Agartala Humsafar

Express. This was around 52 hours of train journey around 3000 km which was a

golden chance to have a Paraspar Sampark, know more about each other and get

enlightened ourselves with the background of all creative minds starting this journey

together.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Figure 2 : SMVT Railway Station, Bengaluru

The smart rule of the coordinators for this trip made us close the digital pad and

open the mind pad which helped us get familiar with everyone and involved us in

various tasks for the same.

By the start of day 2 of the train journey, we had already crossed Karnataka, Tamil

Nadu and had reached the state of Andhra Pradesh. We started the day with tasty

breakfast and fun filled dumb charades to go with it! At Khurda Road Junction, we

got an opportunity to get off the train and click some beautiful memorable pictures

with the great Indian Patriotic Slogans.

Figure 3 : Khurda Road Junction

_________________________________________________________________________
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Later, as suggested by the coordinators the batch was split into 4 different groups to

have an informative quiz session. This was our very first step towards Pragati. The

journey further continued with melodious songs, then we were assigned with a buddy

partner and had to capture an introductory video regarding the assigned partner.

This was a great activity to build a bond with one another.

The sunset sceneries were mesmerising from the train and we had further crossed

the states Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and had reached the state of West Bengal.

The train had reached the New Jalpaiguri Junction, West Bengal at the time of our

rise the next day and we got an opportunity to witness the Paramparik Bamboo
hastshilp (handicrafts) vendors at this junction. Enroute from West Bengal to Assam

was the most beautiful sight of the journey - The River Brahmaputra Bridge
Crossing.

Figure 4 : Paramparik Bamboo Hastaship (Handicraft) Vendors at New Jalpaiguri Railway Station

As we approached Guwahati, we as a team from Karnataka decided to promote the

Swachh Bharat Campaign by cleaning our respective train compartments and

keeping it clean before we deboarded. I was honoured when the video clipping of

this campaign which was edited by me was published on the Ministry of
Development Of North Eastern Region India Twitter handle.

_________________________________________________________________________
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As we reached Guwahati, each one of us were welcomed by the Paramparik
Gamusa and we then headed towards IIT Guwahati, our home for the rest of the

week. Also, we met our fellow mates from Gujarat and Jammu & Kashmir who would

accompany us to enrich our knowledge throughout this trip. Meeting Parameswar K
Iyer, the director of IITG was very inspiring to all of us.

Figure 5: Welcome at Guwahati Railway Station with Paramparik Gamusa

There was a small orientation programme held in the evening to brief about the

itinerary of the trip for the whole of next week and the batches from each state were

further split into different teams led by one of the team members for easier handling

of tasks and communication of any important information. I was privileged to be one

among the 3 Leaders for the teams from the batch of students from Karnataka. This

helped me build and groom my leadership qualities.

Figure 6 : IIT Guwahati Campus Lake
_________________________________________________________________________
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27 FEB 2023, DAY 1

This was officially the first day of our trip as we were all equally excited to explore the

local culture and enrich ourselves with the same. We started the day with divinity by

seeking the blessings of Kamakhya Devi.

The Kamakhya Temple at Nilachal hills in Guwahati is one of the oldest and most

revered centres of Tantric practices, dedicated to the goddess Kamakhya. The

temple is the centre of the Kulachara Tantra Marga and the site of the Ambubachi

Mela, an annual festival that celebrates the menstruation of the goddess.

We also got an opportunity to explore the Nilachal Hills which is not only famous for

the temple but also has a remarkable history and architectural importance.

Figure 7 : Kamakhya Devi Temple

One major advantage of this journey was that we got facility to interact with the

coordinators from IIT Guwahati and gain knowledge through their experiences.

Further we headed to the Sports Authority of India Stadium - Development of
Sports in Assam, where we met a few athletes and got to know facilities and

development of sports within the states of the North Eastern region. Lovlina
Borgohain, the famous Indian Boxer was trained from this academy. It was a great

feeling to explore this place.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Figure 8 : Sports Authority of India

Finally we reached the last destination of the day - LakshmiBai Institute for
Physical Education. Here, we got a chance to meet achievers in various sports and

we also met Venkappa Kengalagutti, a person from Karnataka who was an

achiever in the field of Cycling.

Figure 9 : LaxmiBai National Institute for Physical Education
_________________________________________________________________________
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It was indeed a great Paryatan of Assam for the first day of our journey.

28 FEB 2023, DAY 2

We began by visiting a local village Dhopatari (Silbarhaul) in the Kamrup district of

Assam. We interacted with the residents about their lifestyle, culture, education and

also experienced the Village Parampara of Assam. It was an honour to learn and

perform the Paramparik Bihu Dance along with the residents.

Figure 10 : Dhopatri (Silbarhaul) Village

Figure 11 :  Paramparik Bihu Dance

_________________________________________________________________________
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With a mind full of memories, we left the village to reach the border place called

Daranga for integration with SSB Personal.

The Bhutan–India border is the open international border separating the Kingdom

of Bhutan from the Republic of India. The border is 699 km (434 m) long, and adjoins

the Indian states of Assam (267 km; 166 m), Arunachal Pradesh (217 km; 135 m),

West Bengal (183 km; 114 m), and Sikkim (32 km; 20 m).

Figure 12 : Indo - Bhutan Border

Now it was the time to have Paraspar Sampark with the most punctual ever Army

Officers. It was a great feeling to learn about the history of the place and their

Pragati towards their main challenge to avoid smuggling of goods across the border.

Figure 13 : Exploring Indo - Bhutan Border
_________________________________________________________________________
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01 MAR 2023, DAY 3

This was officially a big day as it was the day in Raj Bhavan of Assam. It was a great

honour to meet Mr. Gulab Chand Kataria, Governor of Assam. The program

started with our National Anthem followed by the Director of IITG introducing us to

the Governor of the state. The Governor addressed and briefed us about his role in

the ministry and his programs for the welfare of state citizens and to the country. This

interaction was followed by an amazing breakfast along with the Governor.

Figure 14 : Mr Gulab Chand Khataria, Governor of Assam at Raj Bhavan

After we returned back to IITG Campus from Raj Bhavan, we had an interaction with

successful Start-Ups personalities. The session was headed by a few of the

Start-Up Owners who taught us the right mindset we should keep to build a

successful company. My key take-away from this session was “If we begin
research in a domain and want to excel, we must continue to research in the
same domain and should not switch between multiple domains.” This was a

great insight on Prodyogik of Start-Up Companies.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Figure 15 : Interactive Session with Successful Start-Up Personalities

Later in the evening, the sports department of IITG addressed us and let us know the

different sports facilities available at IITG. They also provided us the permission to

join and play the games along with IITG Students. This in turn helped us build

Paraspar Sampark with the IITG Students and also helped us progress towards our

health by staying fit.

Figure 16 : Sports at IIT Guwahati Campus

_________________________________________________________________________
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02 MAR 2023, DAY 4

We started the day with a Ferry Ride to Umananda Island. It is the smallest

inhabited river island in the middle of river Brahmaputra, flowing through the city of

Guwahati.

Its name derives from Assamese Uma, another name for the Hindu goddess Parvati,

the wife of Shiva; and ananda, which translates to "joy". A British officer named this

island as Peacock Island for its structure, which he thought resembled the splayed

feathers of a peacock. It is also known as Bhasmachal, from the words bhasma,

meaning 'to destroy', and chal, meaning 'place'. The reason giving rise to this name

is that Kamdev, the god of love in Hindu mythology, after interrupting Shiva in the

middle of a deep meditation on the island, was burnt into ashes.

The place has the god Shiva idol and was also home to a large population of golden

langurs, an endangered species of primate. The island can be reached via a

10-minute ferry, available from Umananda Ghat, located near the Guwahati High

Court.

Figure 17 : Umananda Temple

This island is a perfect example to exhibit the infusion of Parampara and Paryatan
of Assam.

_________________________________________________________________________
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Next, we had an educational session on Machine Learning Technology at IITG

Campus. In this session we were enlightened on the project in Natural language

Processing of Local North Eastern Languages that are currently under the IITG

Intelligence Cell. Some of them are Text-to-Speech Synthesis (Manipuri,

Assamese), Optical Character Recognition (Manipuri), Lexicon Normalisation
(Assamese, Manipuri), Language Identification (Indian Languages), Machine
Transliteration (Manipuri), Document Conversion System, Sentiment Analysis
and Vishleshakee (Social Media Analytics).

Figure 18 : Machine Learning Technology Workshop at IIT Guwahati Campus

03 MAR 2023, DAY 5

The days were passing so soon and we were almost on the verge of giving closure

to this trip. We started by visiting the Sualkuchi Village. Sualkuchi Weavers Village is

a place where the traditional art of weaving mekhela chadors and gamusa, the

Paramparik Assamese garments made with indigenous materials, is still kept alive.

Here we learnt the Prodyogik of weaving in different stages. We were shown how

the SilkWorms are fed on leaves, the processing technique of extracting the Silk

from the SilkWorm and finally how that is weaved into a cloth. I purchased a saree

_________________________________________________________________________
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for my mother and a shawl for my father as a memory of my trip to this Paramparik
Weavers Village.

Figure 19 : Different Stages of SilkWorm Processing at Sualkuchi Village

The evening session of this day was the most colourful with each and everyone

trying to embrace their state cultures at one platform. We were fortunate enough to

witness the blend of different cultures of Jammu & Kashmir from the North, Gujarat

from the West, Karnataka from the South and Assam from the East. This showed us

how vividly the cultures are spread across the country and yet we all are here on one

stage. If this is not the actual meaning of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat, then what

else it is! I am glad to share that I was also a part of the Group Dance and a Group

Song that represented my state Karnataka.

Figure 20 : Cultural Night at IIT Guwahati Campus
_________________________________________________________________________
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04 MAR 2023, FINAL DAY AT ASSAM!!

And the day which I wish never arrived was here. It was our last day in Assam and

also on this trip. The people we met last week during this trip had become a family

and now it was time for departure from this new family.

As they say, all ends are new beginnings. The end of this trip was a new beginning

for our thoughts to explore different places in India and understand their Parampara,
Pragati towards Prodyogik, build Parasparik Sampark with the localities and gain

knowledge on the Paryatan of that place. These five important P’s are something

which we should look for in any place we wish to travel or explore.

At last with a heavy heart and mindful of memories we boarded the flight from

Guwahati and reached Bangalore!

Figure 21 : Team Karnataka after landing at Bengaluru Airport

_________________________________________________________________________
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CONCLUSION

Yuva Sangam is also a Basha Sangam as various languages from different parts of

the country were explored here. This trip also gave us insights on how people from

different parts of the country can come together and exhibit the unity in diversity

among the cultures , knowledge as well as their traditions. Ek Bharat is truly a

Shreshta Bharat and it is the Yuva Sangam team making this possible by

collaborating the students from different states and making the young mindsets

understand the importance of moving ahead together as a nation keeping our

uniqueness of culture within us.

Through this trip, I had an opportunity to build my network and relationships with my

fellow mates from three different states namely Jammu & Kashmir, Gujarat and

Assam.

Figure 22 : All the students who participated in this tour from the states of Karnataka, Gujarat and
Jammu & Kashmir

_________________________________________________________________________
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I would really like to thank all the coordinators and staff of Yuva Sangam for making

this a successful educational trip that in-turn has made me a better citizen to the

society and also helped me improve my personality as a whole. Also, I would like to

thank the Ministry of Education, IRCTC and Government of India for all the

safety and facilities that were provided to us during this trip. I would like to thank

IIM-Bangalore Coordinator, G Siva Koti Reddy and the director of my college Dr.
Purushottam Bung, R V Institute of Management for providing me this

opportunity.

Figure 23 : Certification of Participation by Yuva Sangam
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